THE   PENTAGON

write the editorials, Albert Gramme the news items, and
Boyau-Rouge the articles on economics. I was named
editor-in-chief because of my original profession. There
was also Robin, who joined us later.

The title Valmy, which I had in mind myself, was pro-
posed by Alexander and agreed unanimously. It recalled
the great victory of the Revolution, a victory which freed
France of the Prussians and royalists, "collaborators'1
then as now. Times have not changed much.

We decided, for lack of anything better, to produce the
paper from such materials as we had. It was a very rash
venture indeed. We set to work, but on the one hand we
were short of type, and on the other short of paper.
After a long search, Boyau-Rouge ferreted out what we
needed from a dusty little shop near the Grands Boulevards.

Try to imagine how Valmy was created, under a lamp
at night, after a long day's work.

First of all the three printing sets had to be unified.
All the different characters, joined together by a thin
strip of rubber, had to be separated with a pen-knife.
Then a set of pigeon-holes was needed for the capital
letters, small letters, figures, accents, punctuations and a
multitude of other symbols. In all, there were nearly two
thousand characters of various sorts.

When this was done, I started composing, work needing
both patience and care. The tiny cubes were not very
pliable and were difficult to fix in the compositor's frame.
Have you any idea of the minuteness of a full-stop? In
lead type it is two centimetres deep, but it is only four
millimetres in rubber. Try to find one on a dark parquet
floor after it has slipped out of the tweezers, a tiny strip
of rubber which, because of its elasticity, always bounces
far from where it falls. The difficulties with full stops were
repeated with the f s, j's and Ts, all of which were very
narrow.

After the first proof, letters which were upside down
had to be reversed. Others, too prominent, needed to be
pressed back, while those which made scarcely any im-
pression had to be eased out. If a word happened to have

48